Media Release
Over $7,500 Raised to Help End Workplace Violence
June 23, 2014 – Vancouver Island, B.C.: April 30th, 2014 is a day that many Nanaimo
residents, Vancouver Islanders, and Coastal Community employees will never forget. The
tragic workplace shooting that occurred early that morning at Nanaimo’s Western Forest
Products mill sent shock waves throughout the Island and across Canada. However tragedy
quickly turned into action, and the Red Shirt Foundation (RSF) was created by the family of
one of the victims to bring education and awareness to workplace violence.
April 30th’s events also touched many Coastal Community Credit Union employees both
directly and indirectly. In response to their eagerness to help, employees were encouraged
to wear red during a special week in May and make a donation to the Red Shirt Foundation.
And thanks to contributions made by members, clients and Vancouver Islanders—plus
Coastal Community’s $2,500 corporate donation—a total of $7,590 was raised for the
Foundation.
“RSF commends Coastal Community for its very quick action in hosting the first RSF
fundraising campaign in support of stopping workplace violence,” says Dr. Lynn Jacques,
RSF Chair and Founding Director. “We’ve received overwhelming encouragement and
endorsement as we move forward with the launch of this not-for-profit society that will help
move the pain of the Lunn and McEachern families, and the community of Nanaimo
forward. The Red Shirt Foundation will work with employers and employees to jointly create
environments that are more aware of potential violence and better able to respond to
employee reports of concern or conflict.”
“When a tragic event such as this one happens so close to home, it’s not uncommon for our
employees to rally together and ask how they can help,” says Allyson Prescesky, Manager
of Community Experience and Communications at Coastal Community. “Lending our
support to the Red Shirt Foundation is an important first step in helping to make sure that
such an event never happens again.”
Coastal Community thanks all those who contributed their donations or support towards the
Red Shirt Foundation and the impacted families. Donations can still be made to the
Foundation by visiting www.redshirtfoundation.com.
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